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K-12 Comprehensive SPEAKING/LISTENING Standard:
Students will learn and apply speaking and listening skills and strategies to communicate.

Concepts Grade Level Standards

Reciprocal
Communication

Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

LA S 05.3.3
Students will develop
and apply reciprocal
communication skills.

LA S 06.3.3
Students will develop,
apply, and adapt
reciprocal
communication skills.

LA S 07.3.3
Students will develop,
apply, and adapt
reciprocal
communication skills.

LA S 08.3.3
Students will develop,
apply, and adapt
reciprocal
communication skills.

LA M 09.3.3
Students will develop,
and refine reciprocal
communication skills
that convey an idea.

LA M 10.3.3
Students will develop,
and refine reciprocal
communication skills
that convey an idea.

LA M 11.3.3
Students will develop,
apply, and adapt
reciprocal
communication skills.

LA S 12.3.3
Students will develop,
apply, and adapt
reciprocal
communication skills.

Curricular
Indicators

LA S 05.3.3.a
Demonstrate sensitivity
to the use of words in
general as well as to a
particular audience (e.g.,
stereotypes,
connotations, subtleties
of language)

LA S 06.3.3.a
Demonstrate sensitivity
to the use of words in
general as well as to a
particular audience (e.g.,
stereotypes,
connotations, subtleties
of language)

LA S 07.3.3.a
Demonstrate sensitivity
to the use of words in
general as well as to a
particular audience (e.g.,
stereotypes,
connotations, subtleties
of language)

LA S 08.3.3.a
Demonstrate sensitivity
to the use of words (e.g.,
stereotypes,
connotations, subtleties
of language)

LA M 09.3.3.a
Develop awareness of
and sensitivity to the
use of words in general
as well as to a particular
audience (e.g.,
stereotypes,
connotations, subtleties
of language)
 Listen and respond

appropriately to
peers during
discussion

 Communicate ideas
and insights from a
text within a
discussion

LA M 10.3.3.a
Develop awareness of
and sensitivity to the
use of words in general
as well as to a particular
audience (e.g.,
stereotypes,
connotations, subtleties
of language)
 Actively participate

in the various group
discussion formats

 Listen and respond
appropriately with
validated
statements/opinions

 Communicate ideas
and insights from a
text within a
discussion

LA M 11.3.3.a
Develop awareness of
and sensitivity to the
use of words in general
as well as to a particular
audience (e.g.,
stereotypes,
connotations, subtleties
of language)

LA S 05.3.3.b
Apply conversation
strategies (e.g., face the
speaker, listen while
others are talking, gain
the floor, eye contact,
tone, stay on topic, non-
verbal cues)

LA S 06.3.3.b
Apply conversation
strategies (e.g., listen
while others are talking,
gain the floor, eye
contact, tone, stay on
topic, non-verbal cues)

LA S 07.3.3.b
Apply conversation
strategies (e.g., listen
while others are talking,
eye contact, tone, stay
on topic, non-verbal
cues)

LA M 08.3.3.d
Use conversation
strategies (e.g., gain the
floor, stay on topic,
balanced participation,
non-verbal cues when
participate in small
group discussions or 1-
on-1)

LA M 09.3.3.b
Use conversation
strategies (e.g., gain the
floor, stay on topic,
balanced participation,
non-verbal cues when
participate in small
group discussions or 1-
on-1)

LA M 10.3.3.b
Use conversation
strategies (e.g., gain the
floor, stay on topic,
balanced participation,
non-verbal cues when
participate in small
group discussions or 1-
on-1)

LA M 11.3.3.b
Use conversation
strategies (e.g., gain the
floor, stay on topic,
balanced participation,
non-verbal cues when
participate in small
group discussions or 1-
on-1)

LA S 05.3.3.c
Interact and collaborate
with others in learning
situations by
contributing questions,
information, opinions,
and ideas using a
variety of media and
formats

LA S 06.3.3.c
Interact and collaborate
with others in learning
situations by
contributing questions,
information, opinions,
and ideas using a
variety of media and
formats

LA S 07.3.3.c
Interact and collaborate
with others in learning
situations by
contributing questions,
information, opinions,
and ideas using a
variety of media and
formats

LA S 08.3.3.b
Interact and collaborate
with others in learning
situations by
contributing questions,
information, opinions,
and ideas using a
variety of media and
formats

LA M 09.3.3.c
Interact and collaborate
with others in learning
situations by
contributing questions,
information, opinions,
and ideas using a
variety of media and
formats
 Communicate ideas

and understanding
of a text to the class
orally

LA M 10.3.3.c
Interact and collaborate
with others in learning
situations by
contributing questions,
information, opinions,
and ideas using a
variety of media and
formats
 Communicate ideas

and insights from a
text within a
discussion

LA M 11.3.3.c
Interact and collaborate
with others in learning
situations by
contributing questions,
information, opinions,
and ideas using a
variety of media and
formats

LA S 12.3.3.a
Interact and collaborate
with others in learning
situations by
contributing questions,
information, opinions,
and ideas using a
variety of media and
formats
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K-12 Comprehensive MULTIPLE LITERACIES Standard:
Students will identify, locate, and evaluate information.

Concepts Grade Level Standards

Multiple
Literacies

Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

LA S 05.4.1
Students will research,
synthesize, evaluate and
communicate
information in a variety
of media and formats
(textual, visual, and
digital).

LA S 06.4.1
Students will research,
summarize, and
communicate
information in a variety
of media and formats
(textual, visual, and
digital).

LA M 06.4.1
Students will research,
analyze, and
communicate
information in a variety
of media and formats
(textual, visual, and
digital).

LA S 07.4.1
Students will research,
summarize, and
communicate
information in a variety
of media and formats
(textual, visual, and
digital).

LA M 07.4.1
Students will research,
analyze, and
communicate
information in a variety
of media and formats
(textual, visual, and
digital).

LA S 08.4.1
Students will research,
analyze, and
communicate
information in a variety
of media and formats
(textual, visual, and
digital).

LA M 08.4.1
Students will research,
synthesize, and
communicate
information in a variety
of media and formats
(textual, visual, and
digital).

LA M 09.4.1
Students will identify
appropriate digital
resources and
synthesize information
in a variety of media and
formats.

LA M 10.4.1
Students will identify
appropriate digital
resources and
synthesize information
in a variety of media and
formats.

LA M 11.4.1
Students will analyze
and synthesize visual
media to infer meaning
and/or purpose in a
variety of media and
formats.

LA S 12.4.1
Students will research,
synthesize, and
communicate
information in a variety
of media and formats
(textual, visual, and
digital).

Curricular
Indicators

Multiple Literacies
include:

 Core Subject
Areas

 Learning and
Innovation Skills

 Information,
Media, and
Technology Skills

 Life and Career
Skills

http://www.21stcentury
skills.org

LA S 05.4.1.a
Select, and use multiple
resources to generate
and answer questions
(e.g., print, subscription
databases, web
resources)

LA M 05.4.1.a
Select, and use multiple
resources to generate
and answer questions
(e.g., print, subscription
databases, web
resources)

- Identify and narrow
topics

LA S 06.4.1.a
Select and use multiple
resources to generate
and answer questions
and establish validity of
information (e.g., print,
subscription databases,
web resources)

LA S 07.4.1.a
Select and use multiple
resources to generate
and answer questions
and establish validity of
information (e.g., print,
subscription databases,
web resources)

LA S 08.4.1.a
Select and use multiple
resources to answer
questions and support
conclusions using valid
information (e.g., print,
subscription databases,
web resources)

LA M 08.4.1.a
Select, use, and evaluate
multiple resources to
answer guiding
questions and establish
validity of information
(e.g., print, subscription
databases, web
resources)
-connect information to
make new ideas

LA M 09.4.1.a
Select, use, and evaluate
multiple resources to
answer guiding
questions and establish
validity of information
(e.g., print, subscription
databases, web
resources)
 Connect information

to make new ideas
 Identify valid

sources of online
information

LA M 10.4.1.a
Select, use, and evaluate
multiple resources to
answer guiding
questions and establish
validity of information
(e.g., print, subscription
databases, web
resources)
 Connect information

to make new ideas
 Integrate

information from
outside sources
(weaving,
synthesizing, and
evaluating/validating
) into a product

 Analyze visual
composition for
meaning

 Evaluate and
deduce
author/artist’s
purpose/audience

 Analyze the
components of valid
digital sources (e.g.
domain, date,
author, advertising).

 Synthesize
information received
from digital sources
to enhance written
and oral
communication
products

LA M 11.4.1.a
Select, use, and evaluate
multiple resources to
answer guiding
questions and establish
validity of information
(e.g., print, subscription
databases, web
resources)
 Connect information

to make new ideas
 Evaluate visual

messages for bias,
commercialism, and
hidden agendas
(e.g., television,
newspaper,
magazines, movies,
internet, billboards,
photographs,
artwork. etc.)

LA S 12.4.1.a
Select and use multiple
resources to answer
questions and defend
conclusions using valid
information (e.g., print,
subscription databases,
web resources)
Strands:
1. Using information
and technology to learn
2. Legal, ethical and
responsible use of (print
and digital) information.
3. 21st Century
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PreK-12 Language Arts Courses and Electives

Introduction
The PreK-12 Language Arts Courses and Electives list on the following page provides a listing
of all required and elective courses offered to Millard Public School students. It provides an
overall course sequence.

Background
Committees spent a year completing research and participating in discussions focused on current
course offerings, materials, resources, assessment data and literacy development while working
with the Nebraska State Language Arts Standards and Indicators.

During those discussions, committee members felt it was important to focus on our students
being able to serve as literate members of society, whether preparing for college, the workplace
or specialized fields of study.

Discussions led to purposeful decisions to serve the needs of all students. Focus was given to the
current proficiency levels of students to be sure all levels of student reading and writing needs
were addressed while determining courses needed in today’s world.

Balance between the needs of students and current staffing within buildings was also considered
in these discussions and decisions. It was determined to continue to offer the same courses
PreK-8th grades. It was decided to create a specific focus in ninth through eleventh grades:

English 9: Contemporary Fiction and Non-Fiction
English 10: Roots of Western Civilization through Literature
English 11: American Perspectives through Literature

Elective courses were also part of these discussions and decisions were made to abandon, replace
or rewrite a course with the end result being the same number of course options for our students
but with some reorganization. Supporting documentation for these decisions is included within
the appendix section.
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Language Arts Courses and Electives

Pre-Kindergarten Language Arts
Kindergarten Language Arts
Grade 1 Language Arts
Grade 2 Language Arts
Grade 3 Language Arts
Grade 4 Language Arts
Grade 5 Language Arts
English 6
Reading 6
English 7
Reading 7
English 8
English 9: Contemporary Fiction/Nonfiction
English 10: Roots of Western Civilization through Literature
English 11: American Perspective through Literature

Honors English 9: Contemporary Fiction/Nonfiction; Roots of Western Civilization
Honors English 10: American Perspective through Literature
A Global Perspective through Literature I & II (1 semester; 12)
Literacy Enrichment I / English 9 (2 semesters; English and elective credit)
Literacy Enrichment II / English10 (2 semesters; English and elective credit)
Literacy Enrichment III / English 11 (2 semesters; English and elective credit)
Introduction to Journalism (1 semester; 9-12)
Newspaper (2 semesters; 10-12)
Yearbook (2 semesters; 10-12)
Introduction to Photojournalism (1 semester; 9-12)
Speech (1 semester; 9-12)
Forensics (2 semesters; 9-12)
Debate I (1 semester; 9-12)
Advanced Debate (2 semesters; 10-12)
Drama I (1 semester; 9-12)
Drama II (1 semester; 9-12)
Theatre Technology (1 semester; 9-12)
21st Century Media Literacy (1 semester; 11-12)
Literacy for Life I (1 semester; 11-12)
Literacy for Life II (1 semester; 11-12)
Creative Writing (1 semester; 11-12)
Research Methods (1 semester; 11-12)
Theatre Appreciation (1 semester; 9-12)
Literature and Film (1 semester; 11-12)
Contemporary Literature (1 semester; 11-12)
AP Language (2 semesters; 11-12)
AP Literature (2 semesters; 12)
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2 December 2008
MNHS: Becky Terrell, Kelly Welsh, Mary Bayne, Sue Roberts, Terry Thielen
MSHS: Christine Kaldahl, Steve Kerkman, Jill Prochaska, Robyn Baker, Vickie Weidenhamer
MWHS: Jim Mercer, Lloyd Hoshaw, Susan Kvasnicka, Linda Perkins, Joanne Chapuran

Current Courses and Proposed Changes Rationale
Mass Media 21st Century Media Literacy; include a

presentation with an audience beyond
peers as part of the frameworks

Critical in this multi-modal,
global culture.

Creative
Writing

Watch class sizes Extends writing instruction.
Offers creative outlet. Also
prepares them for college, as
many freshman classes have this
type of writing.

Career English Practical English I & II or Literacy for
Life I/II: a combination of literature, non
fiction, writing for a purpose, reading for
a purpose … Whatever this population
needs to be able to do when they leave.

Overlaps with business/consumer
class. Serves non-college bound.

Comp & Lit Fulfills needs of those not
attending a 4-yr college. Revamp
to include technical writing &
hone literary skills.

Research
Methods

Research Methods: Coordinate w/ the
Metro 1120(#?)

College Prep
Grammar and
Reading

Abandon A test prep class; does not count
for English credit; does not need
Eng teacher. Resources available
elsewhere now. Bldgs may still
offer it.

Shakespeare Abandon
Concern that it needs to be represented
within the curriculum elsewhere
(tragedy, comedy, history, poetry) like
Roots of Western Civ, Literature & Film,
Humor & Satire, etc.

Focus on only one writer; appeals
to small percentage of students;
can incorporate this in other
classes.

Study Skills Abandon: Literacy Enrichment
course is teaching study skills

Plan is that the intervention piece
of our curriculum will absorb this.
In addition, all content areas
should teach study skills; does not
require an English FTE.

World Lit Abandon due to new curriculum…
in E10/Roots of Western Civ.

Will be absorbed by English 10
and new elective, Global Lit.

British Lit Abandon due to new curriculum…
in E10/Roots of Western Civ.

Will be absorbed in English 10
and Global Lit elective, as well as
AP classes.
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Proposed New Courses Rationale
Literature &
Film

Shakespeare? Comics & graphic novels
to film; compare book to film; how
music changes film;

21st century research, Heidi Hayes
Jacobs, NCTE point to inclusion
of film and visual elements as
essential in today’s world. This
class will connect celebrated
written works with film.

Contemporary
Literature

A choice for those not wishing to
take AP, but still desire to hone
their literary skills. Engage
students in focused study of
contemporary literature. Reading
level and age appropriate.

A Global
Perspective
through
Literature

Global literature outside of western
civilization and how our literature
interacts with it

A class for 12th graders. Will
continue the skills established in
previous English courses.
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Course: Career English / Literacy for Life I & II; 2 semesters; either semester

Positives Negatives
(e.g., Research methods- prepares students for independent research)

Non-college bound (intent)
Immediate application to work force
Meets needs of vocational students & enhances their

communication skills; Precise focus & students are
interested in the content

Creates a more productive vocational worker
World-applicable English
Technical reading
Research career component – credibility of sources;

search skills
Reinforce the tools needed to access information
Focuses on non-fiction
Taking instead of business
Authentic learning and writing
Meets needs of voc students
Enhances communication skills
Precise focus for specific audience
Serves lower achieving group
Lower achieving students have a class where they can be

successful
Need a class like this – Needs to be restructured for those

not going to college; *class for non-English major –
how am I going to use English after I graduate?
(include email etiquette; bks)

Technical writing
Credit recovery

(e.g., Research Methods – Overkill - already write research paper in Eng 11)

Overlap with business class and/or consumer class
Is this an English class?
Isn’t this a Business class?
Resume is in PLP’s now
Why use an ENGLISH FTE for this?
Repeats some curriculum
Can become a dumping ground for students who should be in

the alternative school.
Overlap with biz classes &/or speech classes
Lakes literature (quality)
May not take business classes
Repeats business
Becomes dumping ground
Copies existing business class
Outdated!
Copies Oral Communication
Technical writing is not business writing (taken care of in

business classes)
10 this year’ 17 last year
Overlaps with speech and other business classes
Really getting anything new out of this?
Should they be taking Mass media instead?
Overlap with a business class tech ed
Don’t take anything new w/ them when they leave

Consequences of NOT offering this course

(e.g., Research Methods- Students would not be as prepared to do independent research at the college level)
* Take Mass Media instead? Better equipped for 21st Century
Big turn off by kids interested in vocational occupations if forces to study literature rather than practical job information
Combine Comp & Lit ->Practical English: teach informational reading and some fiction – higher level thinking
Not servicing vocational/SPED/lower achieving students
Segment of student population will not be reached
Lower level kids – alternative candidates
They’ll be absorbed w/ a ripple

Maintain _____ Abandon __x____ Add _____ Revamp_____
Big Question: SHOULD this class be part of the English curriculum? Need to research to see
what skills are needed.
NEED 21st CENTURY SKILLS
Maintain BUT CHANGE; Abandon as it currently stands – Comp & Lit seems to fill this – same
kids
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Course: College Prep Grammar

Positives Negatives
(e.g., Research methods- prepares students for independent research)

Direct grammar Instruction
Helps the district ACT student scores
Specific focus – ACT
Increases ACT scores
Students identify w/ purpose
Very focused, specific purpose
Strong readiness to/for students
Teaches usage, mechanics & grammar not focused in

other courses
Students don’t know basics when get to high school
Fulfills need for college prep for students can’t afford

ACT prep
SAT included
Prepares kids for English ACT
College bound & up – will help prepare for ACT
Helps students score better in reading and LA on ACT
Test prep class (free!)
Content is valuable, so why not put into English 11 where

most students take the ACT

(e.g., Research Methods – Overkill - already write research paper in Eng 11)

Test Prep class
Not easily applicable outside of the test
Still make the same mistakes when they actually write
Reading scores go up from Content Courses teaching reading
Takes away from outside economy w/ test prep
Takes an FTE but no college credit
No English credit
Does not qualify for college
Wait till 12th ACT/SAT
May be administered(Liz’s note – not sure of this word) w/in

bldgs with test (block AB; 4 x 4 block)
Only elective credit
Students may not enroll b/c/ no credit who need this material
Scheduling issues – ties up an FTE
Many take a paid course that covers the entire test
13- this year; 38 last year . . .
Don’t earn Eng/credit college
Grammar taught separately from writing – not applicable
Does not count for English credit at colleges
Based on reenrollment of 2 schools, can we justify the FTE?
Not cost effective

Consequences of NOT offering this course

(e.g., Research Methods- Students would not be as prepared to do independent research at the college level)
Potentially lower ACT scores (not if following new course frameworks)
ACT help for students unable to pay for extra classes (although grants, MPS foundation, etc could step up)
Parents and students will lose
Parents and students will be upset class is canceled
Do not get opportunity for grammar/mechanics
Some families may not afford ACT/SAT prep
Some kids really “believe” in this, but those are becoming less and less
ACT scores may go down?
Kids will pay for test prep, should the district offer this class before or after school, maybe?

Maintain __ (2) ___ Abandon __X_ (13) __ Add _____ Revamp_____
Great Summer School class
Maintain BUT . . . NOT COST EFFECTIVE so ABANDON
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Course: Comp and Lit/ Literacy for Life I & II?
Combine w/ career Eng

Positives Negatives
(e.g., Research methods- prepares students for independent research)

Serves a specific clientele whose needs are not met
otherwise

Serves at risk kids or barely proficient kids
Need a class like this – see how English fits into their lives

beyond High school
Have time to deal with their non-inst needs
Developmentally ready
SPED ready/ELL ready – PACING
Fulfills needs of credits for kids who aren’t college bound
Discussion
Lots of opportunities to do well
Teachers high level thinking
Writing skills – positive
1st time they’ve read book beg to end
Teacher becomes an aspect
Credit recovery
Available 2 semesters
Safety net course

Nonfiction – newspapers, online resources
Fiction – Real world, novels (mass market)

Blogs, etc* (Shouldn’t they take mass media?)
Reaches vocational segment
If fused with career, voc student would have needed

material
Serves those not attending a 4-yr college
Includes lit and a true research component
Contains writing
Emphasizes practical skills – authentic learning
Encourages lifelong reading
Students use this course instead of business elective

(e.g., Research Methods – Overkill - already write research paper in Eng 11)

Naming?
Doesn’t count for 4 yr college
Perceived as easy
Not rigorous
Feeding the same thing as the previous unsuccessful _____
Does not meet the needs of the intended audience
Overlaps career English

Consequences of NOT offering this course

(e.g., Research Methods- Students would not be as prepared to do independent research at the college level)
We need it for these kids. What else will they take?
Lower level kids would have no alternative
Kids won’t graduate O/T
Students would be left out
Students not headed to college would not have an English course for them
These kids (vocational) will not be serviced

Maintain __x___ Abandon _____ Add _____ Revamp__x___
Needs serious re-tooling; Audience exists; content doesn’t match the 21st century; needs to be 2
semesters
Revamp – see Career handout
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Course: Mass Media (Retitle 21st Century Media Literacy)

Positives Negatives
(e.g., Research methods- prepares students for independent

research)
21st Century necessity
Relevant; 21st century literacy

(e.g., Research Methods – Overkill - already write research
paper in Eng 11)

Critical to understanding the world
Multi-modal culture
More media that students face every day
Dangers of being uneducated

Currently a dumping ground
Often seen as “easy” class (not as academic, so becomes

dumping ground)
Misconception of course – college bound course

Analysis of message/sender
Advertising techniques; Look for motives – who’s sending

message and why
Analyzes message, medium, audience, response, print,

online,
Visual “film”; analysis of message, sender

Question the amount of reading and writing to justify it as an
English class

Many colleges do not accept this as an English class
Colleges may not take it seriously

Social networks More globally connected
Censorship
Vital – democracy communication process
Critical thinkers Making learning applicable
Burgeoning sources of media Media analysis

History played too large a role
Overlaps in research – evaluating sources

Contemporary (don’t read old dead men (white)!AA!
reading &evaluating current news & information

Learn where to rev info Current world happenings
Filtering/media savvy Function in society

Will the district support the technology needed?

Different from other English offerings;
New media – changing technology & climate

Reading, writing, speaking
Dissect (?)/evaluate sources from internet
Identifies posted/aspects of visual literacy
Teaches students how to read/respond to a script
Audience: college-level, non-college, and at –risk
Serves a variety of clients
Enrollment numbers high

Consequences of NOT offering this course
(e.g., Research Methods- Students would not be as prepared to do independent research at the college level)
Media illiteracy and the fall of democracy
Not serving many kids
A gap in offerings
Missing a class with very current topics
Lack 21st century understanding of media – their world
Lack
Students would not be informed about blogs, what is truthful about their world
Who would we not be serving? Enrolling in addition to other English classes or just because?
Would be ignoring major sources of info
Critical thinkers/questioners
Vocational/military clients
Taking away societal learners
Kids would be left defenseless against media assaults
Should be required

Maintain __x___ Abandon _____ Add _____ Revamp__x___
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Course: Shakespeare

Positives Negatives
(e.g., Research methods- prepares students for independent research)

Small target audience
Highly selective elective
No other course like this one for students
Caters to AP, college bound, & theatre Arts kids
Prep for those majors
Diagnosis of Shakespearean language helps higher level

reading comprehension
Appreciation for English language grows
Focus is only on ONE writer/dramatists
Outlet for drama students
It is Shakespeare
Exposes students to the Bard
Helps students understand the language
Deals w/cultural literacy
Helps students work on reading challenging material
Needs to be covered somewhere

(e.g., Research Methods – Overkill - already write research paper in Eng 11)

Only one section in each school
Can we justify the FTE? (one section)
A very narrow population of students
Duplication of 9 & 10
Only single author selection – in HS do we need to” single

out” one author?
Low enrollment
Some plays in other classes
Outcomes allow course to exclude major areas
Some overlap w/old Brit lit (history)
Very selective – texts
Low enrollment
Focus on only one writer – fits only a small percentage
It’s a nice to have; not need to have
Shakespeare will be covered in new Eng 10 class
Numbers are low across district
Covered in AP Lit & IB
Only single elective offered to only one person
Subject for a small percentage of students

Consequences of NOT offering this course

(e.g., Research Methods- Students would not be as prepared to do independent research at the college level)
Will Shakespeare be part of some of the 9, 10, or Global I or II
Students transfer knowledge to college course literature texts
Eliminating would create void, esp. for those w/ literature, theatre major
Not much
Will students get enough exposure to Shakespeare with revamped curriculum?
Could be in Drama II? Maybe a place in Global Lit

Maintain __ (3) ___ Abandon (12) __X___ Add _____ Revamp_____
Make sure we have Shakespeare in our required courses
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Course: Study Skills

Positives Negatives
(e.g., Research methods- prepares students for independent research)

Helps kids learn organization, tools for life, & future
education

Real help w/ other courses
Specialized course in an area of weakness
Lower level kids learn how to study
Helps students in other classes/such as understanding

before-during- and after reading skills

(e.g., Research Methods – Overkill - already write research paper in Eng 11)

Why is this an English FTE?
Can we split it w/ Eng, Sci, SS, and Math?
Teachers may teach study skills in other classes
PLP, PT (Homeroom)
Not enough students enrolled to justify an FTE
Being dealt at the bldg level

Consequences of NOT offering this course

(e.g., Research Methods- Students would not be as prepared to do independent research at the college level)
There is not a comprehensive course for these specific skills (bits and pieces of other courses)
Few consequences because we have guided study, study lab, relooping, and this is embedded in the entire school philosophy

Maintain _____ Abandon __X___ Add _____ Revamp_____
Note: Hope is that the intervention piece of our curriculum will take care of this
Could this be absorbed by Literacy Intervention & English 9 -> ALL SUBJECTS!
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Course: World Lit/Brit Lit

Positives Negatives
(e.g., Research methods- prepares students for independent research) (e.g., Research Methods – Overkill - already write research paper in Eng 11)

General comments: Absorbed by English 10 – Roots of
Western Civ and Global Lit

No point: Absorbed by Roots of Western Civ and Global Lit

Consequences of NOT offering this course

(e.g., Research Methods- Students would not be as prepared to do independent research at the college level)

Maintain _____ Abandon __X__ Add _____ Revamp_____
Absorbed in required classes
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Contemporary Literature

11th - 12th Grade 1 Semester

Description:
Contemporary Literature is a course that will engage students in a focused study of contemporary
literature written over the last several decades. The literature that students read will be
representative of different genres; we will be reading a wide variety of fiction and non-fiction.
Students will critically examine why different genres of contemporary literature appeal to
different readerships, how and why different readers determine if a book is worth reading, and
the role that literature may play in their lives. Students will study a variety of genres of
literature; possibilities include Memoir/Biography/Historical Fiction, Multicultural Perspectives,
Fantasy/Science Fiction, Adventure/Survival, Non-Fiction, Crime/Mystery, and Coming of Age.
Students will be expected to read 5 to 8 novels, which are reading level and age appropriate,
some as a class and some independently, during the semester. The class will be assessed using a
variety of methods, including, but not limited to, essays, creative critical thinking activities,
journals, and blogs.

Standard 1: Reading
Students will learn and apply reading skills and strategies to comprehend text.

Curricular Indicators:
Students will:

 Evaluate the meaning, reliability, and validity of the text considering author’s purpose,
perspective, and information from sources.

 Analyze and evaluate elements or narrative text (e.g. characterization, setting, plot
development, internal and external conflict, inferred and recurring themes, point of view,
tone, mood).

 Analyze the function and critique the effects of the author’s stylistic and literary devices
(e.g. allusion, symbolism, irony, foreshadowing, flashback, metaphor, personification,
epiphany, oxymoron, dialect, tone, mood, transitional devices).

 Analyze and evaluate, make inferences based on the characteristics of narrative and
informational genres and provide evidence from the text to support understanding.

 Generate and/or answer literal, inferential, critical, and interpretative questions,
analyzing, synthesizing, and evaluating prior knowledge, information from the text and
additional sources, to support answers.

 Build and activate prior knowledge in order to clarify text, deepen understanding, and
make connections while reading.

 Make complex or abstract inferences or predictions by synthesizing information while
previewing and reading text.

 Respond to text verbally, in writing, or artistically.
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Standard 2: Writing
Students will learn and apply writing skills and strategies to communicate.

Curricular Indicators:
Students will:

 Select and use appropriate prewriting tools to generate and organize information, guide
writing, answer questions, and synthesize information.

 Constructing clearly worded and effectively placed thesis statements that convey a clear
perspective on the subject.

 Structuring ideas and arguments in an effective and sustained way, following an
organizational pattern appropriate to the purpose and intended audience.

 Applying standard rules of sentence formation, including parallel structure and
subordination.

 Provide oral, written, and/or electronic feedback to other writers; utilize others feedback
to improve own writing (e.g. writer’s workshop, peer editing, conferencing)

 Edit writing for format and conventions appropriate to the audience and purpose.
 Analyze models and examples (own and others’) of various genres in order to create a

similar piece.
 Publish a document that applies formatting to contribute to the readability and impact of

the document (e.g., images, style, font, color, spacing, appropriate formatting [essay,
script, blog, etc.]).

 Write in a variety of genres, considering purpose, audience, medium, and available
technology (e.g., compare/contrast, analysis, reviews, adaptations).

 Write considering typical characteristics and organizational structures of the selected
genre.

Standard 3: Speaking/Listening
Students will learn and apply speaking and listening skills and strategies to communicate.

Curricular Indicators:
Students will:

 Apply listening skills needed to summarize, evaluate and synthesize information given in
multiple situations and modalities (e.g., group, one-to-one)

 Listen and respond to messages by expressing a point of view on the topic using
questions, challenges, or affirmation.

 Generate notes concerning: themes, key points, strengths, weaknesses, characteristics of
genre, relevant questions.

 Interact and collaborate with others in learning situations by contributing questions,
information, opinions, and ideas using a variety of media and formats.

 Solicit and respect diverse perspectives while searching for information, collaborating,
and participating as a member of the community.
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Standard 4: Multiple Literacies
Students will identify, locate, and evaluate information.

Curricular Indicators:
Students will:

 Select and use multiple resources to answer questions and defend conclusions about
literature using valid information.

 Demonstrate ethical and legal use of information and media by citing sources using
prescribed formats and tools (e.g., online, citation, publication guidelines).

 Practice safe and ethical behaviors when communicating and interacting with others (e.g.,
safe information to share on-line, appropriate language).

 While reading, listening, and viewing, evaluate the message for bias, commercialism and
hidden agendas (e.g., product placement, body image, sexism).

 Gather and share information and opinions about literature as a result of communication
with others (e.g., discussion board, e-mail, podcast, multi-media).

 Use social networks and information tools to gather and share information relevant to
literature (e.g., online collaborative tools, webpage/blog, discussion board).

70



A Global Perspective through Literature I & II

12th Grade 1 Semester

Description:
A Global Perspective through Literature is a course that continues the skills established in
previous English courses. Students will study a variety of texts, including short stories, novels,
poetry, drama, memoirs, graphic novels, film, and images. The readings will come from
countries other than the United States and Western Europe. Students may take either semester or
both semesters for credit. First semester themes are Wisdom and Knowledge, the Hero's
Journey, and the Individual in Society. Second semester themes are Appearance vs. Reality,
Women and Men, and the Struggle Against Injustice. This class will be assessed using a variety
of methods, including, but not limited to, essays, presentations, and creative critical thinking
activities.

Standard 1: Reading
Students will learn and apply reading skills and strategies to comprehend text.

Curricular Indicators:
Students will:

 Evaluate how an author's perspective (e.g. beliefs, assumptions, biases, culture, historical
contexts) affects the meaning of the text.

 Analyze and critique the effects of the author's style and complex literary devices (e.g.
allusion, symbolism, irony, foreshadowing, dialect, tone).

 Utilize knowledge of the defining characteristics of both narrative and informational text
to impact/influence understanding.

 Independently apply appropriate strategy to determine meanings of unknown words in a
variety of texts.

 Use semantic relationships to evaluate, defend, and make judgments.
 Establish and adjust purpose for reading (e.g. understand a specific viewpoint, enjoy,

solve problems, form an opinion, discover models for own writing, predict outcomes,
accomplish a task).

 Build and activated prior knowledge in order to make text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-
to-world connections, monitor comprehension of difficult text to avoid possible
misconceptions.

Standard 2: Writing
Students will learn and apply writing skills and strategies to communicate.

Curricular Indicators:
Students will:

 Analyze models and examples (student and professional) of various genres in order to
create a similar piece.

 Use research skills appropriate to the Purpose, Audience, Medium, and Technology.
 Use relevant and authentic styles of publication (e.g. Wiki pages, podcasts, presentations,

essays).
 Use composition skills to complete compare/contrast, analysis, and synthesis products.
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 Incorporate research skills into a minimum of one product.
 Apply appropriate and correct grammar, usage, and mechanics as determined by Purpose,

Audience, Medium, and Technology (see Grammar Continuum).

Standard 3: Speaking/Listening
Students will learn and apply speaking and listening skills and strategies to communicate.

Curricular Indicators:
Students will:

 Develop an awareness of and sensitivity to the use of words in general as well as to a
particular audience (e.g. stereotypes, connotations, subtleties of language).

 Solicit and respect diverse perspectives while searching for information, collaborating,
and participating as a member of the community.

Standard 4: Multiple Literacies
Students will identify, locate, and evaluate information.

Curricular Indicators:
Students will:

 Utilize online discussion boards (e.g. Gaggle, turnitin.com) in order to communicate
discussion.

 Use safe and ethical behaviors when communicating and interacting with others (e.g. safe
information to share online, appropriate language use, utilize appropriate sites and
materials, respect diverse perspectives).

 Engage in activities with learners from a variety of cultures through electronic means
(e.g. podcasts, video chats, distance learning).

 Independently apply the use of visual techniques present in a variety of images.
 Evaluate the message for bias, commercialism and hidden agendas (e.g. product

placement, television ad, radio ad, movie, body image, sexism).
 Analyze the synthesis of visual and textual elements in a graphic novel.
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Literature and Film

11th - 12th Grade 1 Semester

Description:
Literature and Film is a course that involves the student in a comprehensive analysis of literature
and the medium of film. The three compulsory parts of the course will include an in-depth study
of: textual analysis of literature; introduction of film language, sequences, theory and history;
and analytical writing. The curriculum of this course will center on literature – novels, stories,
and plays. In addition, connecting the powerful medium of film to celebrated written works will
allow the students to deepen their cultural understanding as well as gain an appreciation for the
traditional medium of literature. Students will study a variety of genres in literature and film;
possibilities include Drama, Comedy/Romantic Comedy, Thriller/Mystery/Film Noir,
Western/Action & Adventure, Sci Fi/Fantasy, and Nonfiction. This class will be assessed using
a variety of methods, including, but not limited to, essays, script writing, and creative critical
thinking activities.

Standard 1: Reading
Students will learn and apply reading skills and strategies to comprehend text.

Curricular Indicators:
Students will:

 Relate new literature and film vocabulary to prior knowledge and use in new situations.
 Determine meaning using print and digital reference materials.
 Evaluate the reliability, and validity of the film text considering an author’s original

purpose, perspective, and information.
 Evaluate how an author's perspective (e.g. beliefs, assumptions, biases, culture, historical

contexts) affects the meaning of the text.
 Evaluate how various filmmakers’ perspectives (e.g. beliefs, assumptions, biases, culture,

historical contexts) affect the meaning of the film.
 Analyze the function, evaluate, and critique the elements of narrative text (e.g.,

characterization, setting, plot development, internal and external conflict, inferred and
recurring themes, point of view, tone, mood).

 Analyze the function, evaluate, and critique the elements of film language (e.g., camera
angle, point of view, lighting, location/setting, sound, structure, tone, mood).

 Summarize, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate informational text as it applies to the
relationship between literature and film.

 Apply knowledge of organizational patterns found in literature and film text.
 Support answers using prior knowledge, information from the texts and additional

sources, in order to analyze, synthesize and evaluate texts.
 Identify appropriate audience and purpose for a variety of genres found in literature and

film.
 Make complex or abstract inferences or predictions by synthesizing information while

previewing and reading literature and previewing and viewing film.
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Standard 2: Writing
Students will learn and apply writing skills and strategies to communicate.

Curricular Indicators:
Students will:

 Select and use appropriate prewriting tools to generate and organize information, guide
writing, answer questions, and synthesize information.

 Constructing clearly worded and effectively placed thesis statements that convey a clear
perspective on the subject.

 Structuring ideas and arguments in an effective and sustained way, following an
organizational pattern appropriate to the purpose and intended audience.

 Applying standard rules of sentence formation, including parallel structure and
subordination.

 Provide oral, written, and/or electronic feedback to other writers; utilize others feedback
to improve own writing (e.g. writer’s workshop, peer editing, conferencing)

 Edit writing for format and conventions appropriate to the audience and purpose.
 Analyze models and examples (own and others’) of various genres in order to create a

similar piece.
 Publish a document that applies formatting to contribute to the readability and impact of

the document (e.g., images, style, font, color, spacing, appropriate formatting [essay,
script, blog, etc.]).

 Write in a variety of genres, considering purpose, audience, medium, and available
technology (e.g., compare/contrast, analysis, reviews, adaptations).

 Adapt short passages from literature for film using a variety of written and visual
methods (e.g., storyboard, screenplay, audio/video plot structure, shooting script).

 Write considering typical characteristics and organizational structures of the selected
genre.

Standard 3: Speaking/Listening
Students will learn and apply speaking and listening skills and strategies to communicate.

Curricular Indicators:
Students will:

 Apply listening skills needed to summarize, evaluate and synthesize information given in
multiple situations and modalities (e.g., group, one-to-one, audio, film)

 Listen and respond to messages by expressing a point of view on the topic using
questions, challenges, or affirmation).

 Generate notes concerning: themes, key points, strengths, weaknesses, characteristics of
genre, relevant questions.

 Interact and collaborate with others in learning situations by contributing questions,
information, opinions, and ideas using a variety of media and formats.

 Solicit and respect diverse perspectives while searching for information, collaborating,
and participating as a member of the community.
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Standard 4: Multiple Literacies
Students will identify, locate, and evaluate information.

Curricular Indicators:
Students will:

 Select and use multiple resources to answer questions and defend conclusions about
literature and film using valid information.

 Demonstrate ethical and legal use of information and media by citing sources using
prescribed formats and tools (e.g., online, citation, publication guidelines).

 Practice safe and ethical behaviors when communicating and interacting with others (e.g.,
safe information to share on-line, appropriate language).

 While reading, listening, and viewing, evaluate the message for bias, commercialism and
hidden agendas (e.g., product placement, body image, sexism).

 Gather and share information and opinions about literature and film as a result of
communication with others (e.g., discussion board, e-mail, podcast, multi-media).

 Use social networks and information tools to gather and share information relevant to
literature and film (e.g., online collaborative tools, webpage/blog, discussion board).
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Literacy for Life I/II

11th - 12th Grade 1 Semester

Description:
Literacy for Life I and II are one semester courses designed for students who are looking to
improve literacy skills while preparing for their future careers. Coursework includes the
everyday skills (such as conflict resolution and workplace communication) required in oral and
written 21st century communication, literary and informational text (print and online) and its
relevance to their lives, and analysis of individual strengths and applying those strengths to help
them succeed. Students may take either one or two semesters. Successful completion of
Literacy for Life I is not required to enroll in Literacy for Life II.

Standard 1: Reading
Students will learn and apply reading skills and strategies to comprehend text.

Curricular Indicators:
Students will:

 Understand and use advanced spelling patterns to improve reading, writing, and spelling.
 Determine meaning of words through structural analysis and prior knowledge
 Independently apply appropriate strategies to determine meanings of unknown words in

texts.
 Determine meaning using print and digital reference materials.
 Evaluate the meaning, reliability, and validity of the text considering author’s purpose,

perspective, and information from additional sources
 Analyze and evaluate elements of narrative text (e.g. characterization, setting, plot

development, internal and external conflict, inferred and recurring themes, point of view,
tone, mood).

 Summarize, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate informational text.
 Apply knowledge of organizational patterns found in informational text (e.g., sequence,

description, cause and effect, compare/contrast, fact/opinion, proposition/support, concept
definition, question/answer)

 Analyze and evaluate information from text features (e.g. index, annotations,
photographs, charts, tables, graphs, headings, subheadings, lists)

 Critique the effects of historical, cultural, political, and biographic influences as it applies
to the texts.

 Generate and/or answer literal, inferential, critical, and interpretive questions. Analyze,
synthesize, and evaluate prior knowledge and information from the text and additional
sources to support answers.

 Select text for a particular purpose (e.g. understand a specific viewpoint, enjoy, solve
problems, form an opinion, discover models for own writing, predict outcomes,
accomplish a task)

 Build and activate prior knowledge in order to clarify text, deepen understanding, and
make connections while reading.

 Respond to text verbally, in writing, or artistically.
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Standard 2: Writing
Students will learn and apply writing skills and strategies to communicate.

Curricular Indicators:
Students will:
 Select and use appropriate prewriting tools to generate and organize information, guide

writing, answer questions, and synthesize information
 Generate a draft by constructing clearly worded thesis statements, structuring ideas and

arguments in an effect and sustained way, and applying standard rules off sentence
formation.

 Revise to improve writing using the 6 traits based on teacher and peer feedback.
 Write in a variety of genres considering purpose, audience, medium and available

technology.
 Write considering typical characteristics of selected genre (e.g. resume, brochure, web

page/blog, news article, etc.)
 Select and apply an organizational structure appropriate to the task
 Analyze models and examples of various genres in order to create a similar piece

Standard 3: Speaking/Listening
Students will learn and apply speaking and listening skills and strategies to communicate.

Curricular Indicators:
Students will:

 Communicate ideas and information in a manner appropriate for the purpose and setting
using available media to enhance communication

 Listen and respond to messages by expressing a point of view on the topic using
questions, challenges, or affirmation

 Interact and collaborate with others in learning situations by contributing questions,
information, opinions, and ideas using a variety of media and formats.

 Solicit and respect diverse perspectives while searching for information, collaborating,
and participating as a member of the community.

Standard 4: Multiple Literacies
Students will identify, locate, and evaluate information.

Curricular Indicators:
Students will:

 Select and use multiple resources to answer questions and defend conclusion using valid
information

 Will accurately identify bias and hidden agendas in the medium.
 Will use the technology appropriately to avoid plagiarism and accurately interpret the

information
 Practice safe and ethical behaviors when communicating and interacting with others
 Will demonstrate appropriate tone in the use of technology (e.g., email etiquette, phone

etiquette, blogging, etc.)
 Will share information in an appropriate and unbiased manner for the technology used

77



Literacy Enrichment I / English 9

Literacy Enrichment I / English 9 2 Semesters

Description:
Literacy Enrichment I/English 9 is a skill building course designed for 9th grade students who
need more practice with reading and/or writing. This course uses diagnostic and formative
assessments to build reading and writing skills based on individual student needs. Students will
benefit from additional instruction in vocabulary, fluency, comprehension, and the reading
process. Students will be given additional practice in various writing genres, and intensive
instruction in the use of the writing process. Lessons are designed to build skills in reading and
writing so that students can be successful in the English 9 curriculum and meet the standards on
district and state reading and writing assessments (10 elective credits, 10 English credits).

Standard 1: Reading
Students will learn and apply reading skills and strategies to comprehend text.

Curricular Indicators:
Students will:

 Demonstrate application of prior knowledge by relating existing word knowledge to new
vocabulary.

 Demonstrate application of context clues strategies to determine the meaning of
unfamiliar and multi-meaning words.

 Demonstrate analysis of semantic relationships by identifying metaphor, personification,
and idioms in text.

 Demonstrate knowledge of word meanings by analyzing word structure of bases/roots,
and affixes (prefixes and suffixes).

 Demonstrate comprehension of text by orally reading phrases, clauses, and sentences by
sounding like natural language.

 Demonstrate comprehension of text by reading (orally and silently) accurately,
automatically and paying attention to spaces and punctuation.

 Demonstrate application of pacing techniques to build silent reading endurance (e.g.
skimming, scanning, determining importance – by paragraph or section – word chunking,
and adjusting reading rate).

 Demonstrate analysis of author’s perspective (viewpoint) by distinguishing the author’s
beliefs, assumptions, and biases.

 Demonstrate knowledge of author’s purpose by differentiating between informative,
entertaining, or persuasive text.

 Demonstrate analysis of author’s purpose by inferring tone and understanding textual
evidence.

 Demonstrate comprehension of theme by summarizing an overview of the plot,
characters, and setting in narrative text.

 Demonstrate comprehension of author’s purpose/craft by analyzing literary devices (e.g.
figurative language, imagery, irony, conflict, characterization, setting) in narrative text.

 Demonstrate analysis of main idea by summarizing with the ability to paraphrase parts
and synthesize informational text.

 Demonstrate knowledge of signal words to identify a variety of organizational patterns in
informational text.

 Demonstrate comprehension of informational text by utilizing text features (e.g. index,
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annotations, maps, charts, tables, graphs, headings, subheadings, lists, glossary, footnotes,
and margin notes).

 Demonstrate application of metacognitive strategies by utilizing:
- before (e.g. preview, identify purpose, activate and build prior knowledge, predict)
- during (e.g. marks and annotates text with paraphrases and inferences,

underline/highlight possible answers to questions)
- after (e.g. retrieves key words and passages, generates and answers multi-level

questions, and summarizes an entire selection).
 Demonstrate application of metacognitive strategies to self-correct when errors detract

from comprehension.
 Demonstrate knowledge of purposes for reading (to read for information, entertainment,

to form an opinion, etc.) by identifying the rationale for reading a particular text.
 Demonstrate an application of their prior knowledge and experiences with the text by

synthesizing events, ideas, themes and implications.
 Demonstrate application of prediction skills by forming and confirming predictions

before, during, and after reading.

Standard 2: Writing
Students will learn and apply writing skills and strategies to communicate.

Curricular Indicators:
Students will:

 Demonstrate knowledge of prewriting activities by using a prewriting organizer (e.g.
webs, t-charts, Venn Diagram) to generate and organize information and to guide writing.

 Demonstrate synthesis of ideas by composing a draft of writing (with a focus on a genre)
with sentences of varying lengths and complexity.

 Demonstrate analysis of compositions by revising to improve writing (e.g. ideas,
organization, sentence fluency, word choice, voice).

 Demonstrate evaluation of compositions by providing feedback to other writers and to
utilize others’ feedback to improve own writing by setting writing goals.

 Demonstrate evaluation of compositions by editing for format and conventions (e.g.
spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage).

 Demonstrate synthesis of the writing process by producing a composition of publishable
quality (e.g. legible-handwritten or electronic).

 Demonstrate knowledge and application of in text citation and works cited by employing
the use of each in a research project.

 Demonstrate knowledge of introductory paragraphs by being given multiple opportunities
to practice and write introductions in a given genre.

 Demonstrate knowledge of body paragraphs by being given multiple opportunities to
practice and write body paragraphs in a given genre.

 Demonstrate knowledge of concluding paragraphs by being given multiple opportunities
to practice and write concluding paragraphs in a given genre.

 Demonstrate synthesis of the parts of a genre of writing by composing a narrative,
expository, persuasive, and compare/contrast essay.
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Literacy Enrichment II / English 10

Literacy Enrichment / English 10 2 Semesters

Description:
Literacy Enrichment II/English 10 is a skill building course designed for 10th grade students who
need more intense practice with strands of the Reading Essential Learner Outcome and/or
practice with the genres of writing for the Analytical Writing Assessment. This course uses
diagnostic and formative assessments to build reading and writing skills based on individual
student needs. Students will benefit from additional instruction in vocabulary, fluency,
comprehension, and the reading process. Students will be given additional practice in various
writing genres, and intensive instruction in the use of the writing process. Lessons are designed
to build skills in reading and writing so that students can be successful in the English 10
curriculum and meet the standards on district and state reading and writing assessments (10
elective credits, 10 English credits).

Standard 1: Reading
Students will learn and apply reading skills and strategies to comprehend text.

Curricular Indicators:
Students will:

 Demonstrate application of prior knowledge by relating existing word knowledge to new
vocabulary.

 Demonstrate application of context clues strategies to determine the meaning of
unfamiliar and multi-meaning words, cross-curricular, and content specific terms.

 Demonstrate analysis of semantic relationships by identifying metaphor, personification,
and idioms in text.

 Demonstrate knowledge of word meanings by analyzing word structure and origins (e.g.
Anglo-Saxon, Greek, and Latin).

 Demonstrate comprehension of text by orally reading phrases, clauses, and sentences by
sounding like natural language.

 Demonstrate comprehension of text by reading (orally and silently) accurately,
automatically and paying attention to spaces and punctuation.

 Demonstrate application of pacing techniques to build silent reading endurance (e.g.
skimming, scanning, determining importance – by paragraph or section – word chunking,
and adjusting reading rate).

 Demonstrate analysis of author’s perspective (viewpoint) by distinguishing the author’s
beliefs, assumptions, biases in relationship to the text and the credibility of the source.

 Demonstrate knowledge of author’s purpose by differentiating between informative,
entertaining, or persuasive text.

 Demonstrate analysis of author’s purpose by inferring tone and understanding textual
evidence.

 Demonstrate comprehension of theme by summarizing an overview of the plot,
characters, and setting through social, cultural, and historical significance to synthesize
themes within and/or across cultures in narrative text.

 Demonstrate comprehension of author’s purpose/craft by analyzing how an author’s use
of literary devices (e.g. figurative language, imagery, irony, conflict, characterization,
setting) work to achieve his or her purpose in narrative text
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 Demonstrate analysis of main idea by summarizing with the ability to paraphrase parts
and synthesize informational text with focus of understanding author’s craft
(understatement, allusion, allegory, and paradox).

 Interpret the components of multiple organizational patterns to develop a global
understanding of text patterns.

 Demonstrate comprehension of informational text by utilizing text features (e.g. index,
annotations, maps, charts, tables, graphs, headings, subheadings, lists, glossary, footnotes,
and margin notes).

 Demonstrate application of metacognitive strategies and respond to the difficulty of the
text, the achievement of reading purpose, and the quality of comprehension by utilizing:
- before (e.g. preview, identify purpose, activate and build prior knowledge, predict)
- during (e.g. marks and annotates text with paraphrases and inferences,

underline/highlight possible answers to questions)
- after (e.g. retrieves key words and passages, generates and answers multi-level

questions, and summarizes an entire selection).
 Demonstrate application of metacognitive strategies to self-correct when errors detract

from comprehension.
 Identify more complex purposes for reading (analysis of author’s thesis as a means to

structure an argument, to compare social, cultural, and historical perspectives).
 Demonstrate an application of their prior knowledge and experiences with the text by

synthesizing events, ideas, themes, implications, and underlying assumptions.
 Demonstrate application of prediction skills by forming and confirming predictions

before, during, and after reading.
 Demonstrate the ability to respond to text by discussion, written or artistic responses.

Standard 2: Writing
Students will learn and apply writing skills and strategies to communicate.

Curricular Indicators:
Students will:

 Demonstrate knowledge of prewriting activities by using a prewriting organizer (e.g.
webs, t-charts, Venn Diagram) to generate and organize information and to guide writing.

 Demonstrate synthesis of ideas by composing a draft of writing (with a focus on a genre)
with sentences of varying lengths and complexity.

 Demonstrate analysis of compositions by revising to improve writing (e.g. ideas,
organization, sentence fluency, word choice, voice).

 Demonstrate evaluation of compositions by providing feedback to other writers and to
utilize others’ feedback to improve own writing by setting writing goals.

 Demonstrate evaluation of compositions by editing for format and conventions (e.g.
spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage).

 Demonstrate synthesis of the writing process by producing a composition of publishable
quality (e.g. legible-handwritten or electronic).

 Demonstrate knowledge and application of in text citation and works cited by employing
the use of each in a research project.

 Demonstrate knowledge of introductory paragraphs by being given multiple opportunities
to practice and write introductions in a given genre.

 Demonstrate knowledge of body paragraphs by being given multiple opportunities to
practice and write body paragraphs in a given genre.
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 Demonstrate knowledge of concluding paragraphs by being given multiple opportunities
to practice and write concluding paragraphs in a given genre.

 Demonstrate synthesis of the parts of a genre of writing by composing a narrative,
expository, persuasive, and cause/effect essays.
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Literacy Enrichment III / English 11

Literacy Enrichment III/ English 11 2 Semesters

Description:
Literacy Enrichment III/English 11 is a skill building course designed for 11th grade students
who need more intense practice with strands of the Reading Essential Learner Outcome and the
Nebraska State Reading Test. The course also focuses on intense practice with the genres of
writing for the Analytical Writing Assessment and the Nebraska State Persuasive Writing
Assessment. This course uses diagnostic and formative assessments to build reading and writing
skills based on individual student needs. Students will benefit from additional instruction in
vocabulary, fluency, comprehension, and the reading process. Students will be given additional
practice in various writing genres, and intensive instruction in the use of the writing process.
Lessons are designed to build skills in reading and writing so that students can be successful in
the English 11 curriculum and meet the standards on district and state reading and writing
assessments (10 elective credits, 10 English credits).

Standard 1: Reading
Students will learn and apply reading skills and strategies to comprehend text.

Curricular Indicators:
Students will:

 Demonstrate application of prior knowledge by relating existing word knowledge to new
vocabulary.

 Demonstrate application of context clues strategies to determine the meaning of
unfamiliar and multi-meaning words, cross-curricular, content specific terms, and
technical and post-secondary vocabulary.

 Demonstrate analysis of semantic relationships by identifying metaphor, personification,
idioms and analogies in text.

 Demonstrate knowledge of word meanings by analyzing word structure and origins (e.g.
Anglo-Saxon, Greek, and Latin) with a focus on affixes (prefixes, suffixes, and roots),
abbreviations, acronyms, and content-related words.

 Demonstrate comprehension of text by orally reading phrases, clauses, and sentences by
sounding like natural language.

 Demonstrate comprehension of text by reading (orally and silently) accurately,
automatically and paying attention to spaces and punctuation.

 Demonstrate application of pacing techniques to build silent reading endurance (e.g.
skimming, scanning, determining importance – by paragraph or section – word chunking,
and adjusting reading rate).

 Recognize and represent writer’s tone and style while silent and oral reading narrative
and informational text by reading familiar and unfamiliar text (cold reads).

 Demonstrate analysis of author’s perspective (viewpoint) by distinguishing the author’s
beliefs, assumptions, and biases and synthesizing across a variety of similar and/or
contradictory text.

 Demonstrate knowledge of author’s purpose by differentiating between informative,
entertaining, or persuasive text.

 Demonstrate analysis of author’s purpose by inferring tone and understanding textual
evidence.

 Demonstrate comprehension of theme by summarizing an overview of the plot,
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characters, and setting in narrative text through social, cultural and historical significance
to synthesize themes within and/or across cultures.

 Demonstrate comprehension of author’s purpose/craft by analyzing and evaluating how
an author’s use of literary devices (e.g. figurative language, imagery, irony, conflict,
characterization, setting) work to achieve his or her purpose in narrative text.

 Demonstrate analysis of main idea by synthesizing and evaluating main ideas across
texts.

 Demonstrate knowledge of signal words to identify a variety of organizational patterns in
informational text.

 Demonstrate comprehension of informational text by utilizing text features (e.g. index,
annotations, maps, charts, tables, graphs, headings, subheadings, lists, glossary, footnotes,
and margin notes).

 Demonstrate application of metacognitive strategies by utilizing:
- before (e.g. preview, identify purpose, activate and build prior knowledge, predict)
- during (e.g. marks and annotates text with paraphrases and inferences,

underline/highlight possible answers to questions)
- after (e.g. retrieves key words and passages, generates and answers multi-level

questions, and summarizes an entire selection).
 Demonstrate application of metacognitive strategies to self-correct when errors detract

from comprehension.
 Demonstrate knowledge of purposes for reading (to read for information, entertainment,

to form an opinion, etc.) by identifying more complex purposes for reading (to analyze
multiple perspectives and to critique elements of author’s craft).

 Demonstrate an application of their prior knowledge and experiences with the text by
synthesizing events, ideas, themes and implications, and to recognize possible
misconceptions.

 Demonstrate application of prediction skills by forming and confirming predictions
before, during, and after reading.

 Demonstrate the ability to respond to text by discussion, written or artistic responses.

Standard 2: Writing
Students will learn and apply writing skills and strategies to communicate.

Curricular Indicators:
Students will:

 Demonstrate knowledge of prewriting activities by using a prewriting organizer (e.g.
webs, t-charts, Venn Diagram) to generate and organize information and to guide writing.

 Demonstrate synthesis of ideas by composing a draft of writing (with a focus on a genre)
with sentences of varying lengths and complexity.

 Demonstrate analysis of compositions by revising to improve writing (e.g. ideas,
organization, sentence fluency, word choice, voice).

 Demonstrate evaluation of compositions by providing feedback to other writers and to
utilize others’ feedback to improve own writing by setting writing goals.

 Demonstrate evaluation of compositions by editing for format and conventions (e.g.
spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage).

 Demonstrate synthesis of the writing process by producing a composition of publishable
quality (e.g. legible-handwritten or electronic).

 Demonstrate knowledge and application of in text citation and works cited by employing
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the use of each in a research project, and be able to apply research skills that are
appropriate for the purpose, audience, medium, and technology.

 Demonstrate knowledge of introductory paragraphs by being given multiple opportunities
to practice and write introductions in a given genre.

 Demonstrate knowledge of body paragraphs by being given multiple opportunities to
practice and write body paragraphs in a given genre.

 Demonstrate knowledge of concluding paragraphs by being given multiple opportunities
to practice and write concluding paragraphs in a given genre.

 Demonstrate synthesis of the parts of a genre of writing by composing a narrative,
expository, and with an emphasis on persuasive essays.
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